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Ministers, who are heads of the various de-
partments of state. The legislative power
is vested in a national parliament, known as
the Chambers, and consisting of a Senate
and Chamber of Deputies. The Senate is
composed of 102 members, seventy-six of
whom are elected by citizens, and the re-
mainder by provincial councils. The mem-
bers of the Chamber of Deputies are elected
by direct vote of the people. For the pur-
pose of local government, the country is
divided into nine provinces, each under a
governor appointed by the king. Each prov-
ince has its council, which is chosen by a
direct vote for a period of eight years. These
provinces are divided into arrondissements,
which are again subdivided into judical
arrondissements and cantons.
The king is Leopold III; the crown prince
is Baudonin, born 1930. The queen is the
former Princess Astrid of Sweden.
There is no state church; all religions are
tolerated and the state contributes to the
support of tlie clergy of all denominations;
but Roman Catholicism is the prevailing
belief and is embraced by about nine-tenths
of the people.
Cities. The most important cities are
Brussels, the capital, Antwerp, the principal
seaport, Liege, Ghent, Malines, Bruges, Lou-
vain, Namur and Ostend.
History. Belgium takes its name from
the country inhabited by the ancient Belgae>
which extended from the mouth of the Scheldt
as far south as the Seine, and from the sea
to the Vosges Mountains. From the time
o£ the Roman occupation till early in the
sixteenth century this portion of Europe
was claimed first by one power and then
by another. During the reign of Charles
Y it became a part of -the kingdom of Spain.
In the religious war waged by Philip II,
the northern part of the country, or the
Netherlands, secured its independence, but
Belgium was left subject to Philip. By the
Treaty of Utrecht, which closed the War of
Spanish Succession, Belgium was given to
Austria, but it was seized by France in 1744,
only to be restored to Austria by the Treaty
of Aix la Chapelle. During the career of
Napoleon, Belgium was closely united with
France, and at the Congress of Vienna in
1815 it was united with the Netherlands
under one government, but fifteen years
later Belgium revolted and declared its
independence* In 1831 its neutrality was
 guaranteed by a concert of the European
powers.
Under its present constitution the coun-
try entered upon an era of prosperity. Soon
after the beginning of the reign of Leopold
II (1865), the king inaugurated a policy
of expansion, as a result of which he was
placed at the head of the International
African Association and made ruler of the
Congo Free State. Leopold was succeeded
in 1909 by Albert I, whose happy reign was
interrupted in 1914 by the outbreak of the
great European war. The Belgian army,
under direct command of the king, held the
northwest corner of the country against all
attacks. In 1914 the capital was removed
temporarily to Havre, France.
Although Germany publicly announced in
1914 that Belgium would be restored after
the war, the continued success of German
arms changed the current of Teutonic opin-
ion. It became clearly evident that Bel-
gium was not to be allowed to return to
its former status, if the German will should
prevail. The German government stripped
Belgium of the machinery of its factories and
sent it to German cities, and Belgium work-
men were deported by thousands. Belgian
cities were given German names. The most
outstanding evidence of German intention to
dominate the country appeared in the open
attempt to separate the two linguistic groups
of Belgians, the Walloon and the Flemish
elements, and to make it appear that the
latter no longer desired political union with
the former. These efforts failed, and in the
fall of 1918 a united Belgium witnessed the
departure of th& invaders and the restora-
tion of the whole country.
King Albert I, than whom no ruler has
been more lightly esteemed in modern times,
met a tragic death in February, 1934, while
engaged in mountain-climbing not far from
the capital city. His eldest son Leopold,
born in 1901, succeeded him as King of the
Belgians. The new monarch had been well
educated in statecraft. He married Princess
Astrid of Sweden in 1926. She was killed
in an automobile accident in Switzerland in
1935, while motoring with her husband*
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